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EOR DOUG BENNETT: PLEASE PASS THIS MSG TO SENATOR PELL 
EOR ME-EOR SENATOR PELL FROM DICK MOOSE 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OGEN 

SUBJ: ACCREDITATION TO THE SEYCHELLES 

1. 1 HAVE DISCUSSED YOUR CONCERN OVER REPRESENTATION 
IN THE SEYCHELLES WITH SOME OF OUR CHIEFS OF MISSION 
SERVING IN THAT AREA WHO ARE HERE ATTENDING THE CONEERENCE. 

THEIR VIEW, WITH WHICH I HAVE COME TO CONCUR, IS THAT 
MAKING AN ISSUE OE THE LACK OE A SEYCHELLES EMBASSY IN 
THE US COULD WELL CAUSE HARM TO OUR RELATIONS WITH THAT 
COUNTRY. MOREOVER, OUR STANCE COULD BE INTERPRETED BY 
OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE AREA AS THE BULLYING OE A SMALL 
NATION BY A SUPER-POWER. 

2. AS YOU KNOW, THE SEYCHELLES ARE SMALL, LIGHTLY 
POPULATED AND POOR BY ANY STANDARD (GNP ABOUT US 
DOLLARS 20 MILLION). EOR US TO SAY (OR SEEM TO BE 
SAYING) THAT THEY OUGHT TO EXPEND SOME OE THEIR 
SCARCE AND HARD EARNED EOREIGN EXCHANGE ON 
ESTABLISING COSTLY EMBASSIES ABROAD WOULD PLACE 
US IN A PECULAR POSITION. WE WOULD SEEM TO BE 
RECOMMENDING EXTRAVAGANCE TO AN UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRY 
WHICH MUST PURSUE STRINGENT EISCAL POLICIES TO 

SURVIVE AND MAINTAIN ITS POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
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INDEPENDENCE. 

3. THE SEYCHELLES GOVERNMENT MOST PROBABLY INTENDS 
TO ESTABLISH A MISSION IN THE US (TO COVER THE UN 

AS WELL) BUT IS TAKING ITS TIME WHILE EOCUSING ON 
OTHER PRIORITIES ENEORCED BY ITS ACCESSION TO 
INDPENDENCE. THE COUNTRY HAS BEEN INDEPENDENT LESS 
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THAN A YEAR. I BELIEVE THEY HAVE YET TO ESTABLISH 
AN EMBASSY ANYWHERE OTHER THAN IN BRITAIN, WHERE 
THEY HAVE CLOSE HISTORICAL TIES. 

4. THERE ARE AT LEAST THREE SIGNIFICANT 
DIFFERENCES FROM THE MALDIVES CASE, WHERE YOU TOOK 
A SIMILAR STANCE EARLIER. THESE ARE: 

A. THE MALDIVES HAD FAILED TO ESTABLISH A MISSION A NUMBER 

OF YEARS AFTER INDEPENDENCE AND AFTER WE HAD ACCREDITED NON- 
RESIDENT AMBASSADORS FROM SRI LANKA SEVERAL TIMES. 

B. WE ALREADY HAVE A VERY SMALL EMBASSY IN THE SEYCHELLES 
UNDER A CHARGE, SO THE FAILURE TO ACCREDIT A NON-RESIDENT 
CHIEF OF MISSION WOULD SEEM AS PERHAPS PERVERSE 

AND GRATUITOUS. 

C. WE HAD AND HAVE NO REALLY SIGNIFICANT INTERESTS IN THE 
MALDIVES, WHERAS WE HAVE THE TRACKING STATION, A NUMBER 
OF AMERICAN CITIZENS RESIDENT AND VISITING AND QUITE 
GOOD POLITICAL RELATIONS WITH THE SEYCHELLES. 

5. DELAYING THE CONFIRMATION OF WILL LEMELLE FOR 
THE SEYCHELLES HAS ALREADY MADE THE POINT YOU 
INTENDED, I BELIEVE, AND I AM CONCERNED THAT MORE 
NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES THAN WE WOULD WISH COULD 
RESULT FROM AN OVER-EMPHASIS ON THIS QUESTION. 

I THINK FOR US TO LEAN FURTHER ON THE SEYCHELLES 
AT THIS TIME WOULD NOT BE IN KEEPING WITH OUR BEST 
INTERESTS. STEARNS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 ABIDJA 04622 09I335Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 09-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ABIDJA04622 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 62-0895 

Format: TEL 
From: ABIDJAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770581/aaaacrky.tel 

Line Count: 97 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fa954698-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2604866 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ACCREDITATION TO THE SEYCHELLES 
TAGS: OGEN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fa954698-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



